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Message Text 


E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, PBOR, BH, GT, UK 

SUBJECT: NO OIL AT CRIQUE SARCO 

1 . SUMMARY: FAILURE OF CURRENT EFFORTS TO FIND OIL IN THE AREA 
SOUTH OF THE MOHO RIVER MAY HAVE TEMPORARILY EASED ONE OBSTACLE 
TO A SETTLEMENT OF THE BELIZE DISPUTE. END SUMMARY. 

2. BELIZEAN HOPES OF FINDING PETROLEUM RESOURCES IN SOUTHERN 
PART OF COUNTRY HAVE FOR PAST THREE MONTHS FOCUSED ON WELL 
BEING DRILLED BY ESSO VENTURES AT CRIQUE SARCO IN PROPOSED 
AREA OF CESSION TO GUATEMALA SOUTH OF THE MOHO RIVER. 

3. I HAVE JUST LEARNED THAT ESSO VENTURES NOTIFIED GOB ON 
NOV 13 THAT THIS WELL WAS BEING ABANDONED AND PLUGGED. 

4. COMMENT. CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING DECISION AND TIMING OF 
NOTIFICATION 

TO GOB AS DESCRIBED TO ME BY GOB SOURCE AND CORROBORATED BY 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 BELIZE 00800 180123Z 

AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE IN ESSO VENTURES INDICATE PREMIER PRICE 
WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THIS DECISION BEFORE HIS NOV 13 
CONVERSATION WITH SECRETARY. ONE REASON-ALTHOUGH PROBABLY NOT 
THE MOST COMPELLING REASON-FOR PRICE'S UNWILLINGNESS TO CEDE 
TERRITORY SOUTH OF MOHO RIVER HAS BEEN POSSIBLE EXISTENCE OF 
PETROLEUM DEPOSITS IN AREA OF PROPOSED CESSION. WHILE ABANDONMENT 
OF WELL AT CRIQUE SARCO DOES NOT 
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CONCLUSIVELY ELIMINATE POSSIBILITY OF PETROLEUM DEPOSITS SOUTH 
OF THE MOHO THIS CONSIDERATION MIGHT NOW WEIGH SOMEWHAT LESS 
HEAVILY IN PRICE'S THINKING. 

5. ESSO VENTURES SOURCE TOLD ME IN CONFIDENCE THAT DRILLING 
PROGRAM WILL CONTINUE BUT ONLY AFTER FURTHER SEISMIC STUDIES OF 
SOUTHERN BELIZE WHICH ARE TENTATIVELY PLANNED FOR EARLY 1978. 
THESE WOULD TAKE TWO OR THREE MONTHS TO COMPLETE AND PLANNING 
FOR SUBSEQUENT DRILLING COULD NOT BEGIN UNTIL RESULTS OF THESE 
STUDIES ARE EVALUATED. 

6. COMMENT: EXISTING EXPLORATION CONCESSIONS INCLUDE AREAS 
ON BOTH SIDES OF MOHO; CONSEQUENTLY, THERE WOULD APPEAR TO 

BE NO WAY OF PREDICTING WHETHER SITE TO BE CHOSEN FOR NEXT WELL 
WILL BE IN AREA OF PROPOSED CESSION UNTIL SEISMIC STUDIES ARE 
COMPLETED. 
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